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Chamber gives
annual awards
at banquet

— Page 3

Panthers prepping for season  
Girls’ hoops scrimmages at Waconia        

— Sports Page 1B

Weather Chronicle News and 
Advertising Deadlines

All news is due by 5 p.m., Monday, and all adver-
tising is due by noon, Monday. News received after
that deadline will be published as space allows.

Looking back: Indian Sum-
mer came to an abrupt end as
the first winter storm of the
season moved in Friday.
Date Hi Lo     Precip.
Nov. 15 64......30..........0.00
Nov. 16 61 ......31 ........0.00
Nov. 17 52 ......41 ........0.00

Nov. 18 43 ......28 .0.11/rain
1.00/snow

Nov. 19 32 ......15 ........0.00
Nov. 20 32 ......16 ........0.00
Nov. 21 39 ......18 ........0.00
Temperatures and precipitation com-
piled by Robert Thurn, Chronicle
weather observer. 

Wed., 11-23
H: 36°, L: 29°

Thur., 11-24
H:  36°, L: 27°

Fri., 11-25
H: 34°, L: 24°

Sun., 11-27
H: 42°, L: 30°

Sat., 11-26
H: 42° L: 30°

WCAT threatens to pull out of Trailblazer Transit
By Lori Copler
Editor

Wright County Area Transit
(WCAT) is threatening to pull out of
the Trailblazer Transit public transit
system, the joint powers board heard
Thursday morning at its regular
meeting.

The member cities of WCAT re-
cently passed a resolution announc-
ing its intent to withdraw from Trail-
blazer no later than Dec. 31, 2017.
In that year, WCAT intends to con-
duct a transit service study and work
with the Minnesota Department of
Transportation (MnDOT) on estab-
lishing its own system.

“We’re ready to take the bull by
the horns and manage this system,”
said Jack Russek, one of WCAT’s
representatives. “This thing is going
downhill.”

Russek noted that since WCAT
yoked with the original Trailblazer
Transit system, established by Sib-
ley and McLeod counties, ridership
is way up, and the financial impact
has been to virtually eliminate the
counties’ “local share” of the sys-
tem’s costs.

A ball-of-spaghetti discussion that
splintered into many different issues
came up with basically three op-
tions:

• WCAT could go on its own and
sever its relationship with Trailblaz-
er;

• The Trailblazer Transit Joint
Powers Board could try to resolve
its issues and continue the current
joint powers agreement; or 

• WCAT could take over govern-
ing Trailblazer, and Sibley and
McLeod counties’ participation as

governing partners would be re-
moved, although WCAT would con-
tinue to provide transit service in
those counties.

Tom Gottfried of MnDOT’s tran-
sit department said the decision was
a local one.

“The local entities get to call what
the local entities want to do,” said
Gottfried, “and ask MnDOT if that
is appropriate. We are your partners.
The question is, how do you want to
partner with MnDOT?”

Russek said the first two years of
WCAT’s participation in Trailblazer
went well, but he felt dissension on
whether Trailblazer Executive Di-
rector Gary Ludwig should continue
to lead the system and other person-
nel issues was harming progress.

McLeod County Commissioner
Sheldon Nies said that issue was

truly at the crux of what was wrong.
“It’s just the one issue — and that

it is who is going to be our adminis-
trator,” said Nies. “That is the issue
that has separated us. How do we
get rid of that albatross that is on our
back? If the group can’t come to-
gether on that, we’re done.”

Russek said that Trailblazer has
grown under Ludwig’s leadership,
and he was the one who put the part-
nership together. But others, includ-
ing Nies, McLeod County Commis-
sioner Doug Krueger and Sibley
County Commissioner Jim Swan-
son, said that there have long been
issues with Ludwig’s role.

Krueger asked Gottfried if Trail-
blazer could go back to its original
structure, and Gottfried said that it
could not.

Krueger said he felt that there

were just too many differences be-
tween Wright County and Sibley
and McLeod counties, in particular
with population and being more of a
metro area.

“I would prefer to yoke with
Meeker or Kandiyohi, because
they’re more like us,” said Krueger.

Nies said he thinks Trailblazer is
“worth saving,” but the board still
needs to come together over Lud-
wig’s position.

McLeod County Commissioner
Ron Shimanski, the joint power
board’s chair, defended Ludwig,
saying Ludwig has done a “tremen-
dous” job in bringing WCAT under
the Trailblazer fold.

“We as a board didn’t do it,” said

County Board
approves major
security project
By Lori Copler
Editor

The McLeod County Board of
Commissioners voted Tuesday to
spend $172,369 for security and
surveillance.

The low bid was from UHL of
Maple Grove. The other bids were
from NAC of Vadnais Heights in
the amount of $399,500; and Hon-
eywell of Golden Valley in the
amount of $421,354.

Vincent Traver, who heads up
the county’s information technolo-
gy department, said the project will
bring all of the county’s security
under one system.

“We currently have four differ-
ent systems,” Traver told the
Board. “This way, we can try to get
all of the buildings under one proj-
ect, except the new jail.”

The jail will have its own, spe-
cialized security system.

Commissioner Doug Krueger
asked Traver about the discrepancy
in bid amounts. Traver said another
vendor, who was unable to get a
bid in, would have had a bid simi-
lar to that of UHL.

The Board voted to accept the
UHL bid, and also voted to pay for
the project with money that was
leftover from the upgrades to the
Health and Human Services build-
ing.

In other business, the County
Board:

• Agreed to buy a new copier for
the jail at a cost of $9,201 with
funds coming from the 2016 jail
budget.

“We should really consider buy-
ing these by the truckload,” joked
Krueger.

County Auditor-Treasurer Cindy
Schultz Ford said that really wasn’t
a bad idea. She said all the copiers
the county had bought this year
will need to be replaced in five or
six years.

• Heard an update from Central
Minnesota Jobs and Training on
new efforts to help provide em-
ployee training for businesses.

• Heard that the county will be
considering firms or businesses
that can help it with plans to re-
structure and reorganize county de-
partments.

• Approved a one-year contract
with the city of Stewart for law en-

Chronicle photo by Lori Copler

Wrestling with the weather
Glencoe-Silver Lake Schools’ building project is making
progress despite a wet construction season hampered first by
rain, and now, snow. The front of the junior high-high school

campus, facing 16th Street E, is taking on a whole new look. De-
spite weather delays, it is expected the project will be complete
by August 2017.

Council accepts revised Baxter Avenue plan
By Karin Ramige
Publisher

The Glencoe City Council ac-
cepted a revised feasibility report
on the proposed 2017 Baxter Av-
enue project at its meeting Monday
night.

The new scope of the project
eliminates 11th Street from Elliott
to Ford avenues and Elliott Avenue
from 11th Street to 12th Street. 

It also adds installing a new
water line, trench repair and paving
on 11th Street from Armstrong to
Chandler avenues.

The streets eliminated required
minimal underground utility work
and it is felt that the streets and sur-
faces are in adequate condition. 

The streets added have a 4-inch
water main that has had a number
of breaks over the years, including
earlier this year.

The Council set a public hearing
for Monday, Dec. 19, at 7:05 p.m.,
for new property owners who could
be assessed in the proposed project.

The proposed scope change could
save $100,000 on the nearly $5.5
million project.

Council Member Allan Robeck
said, “I’d like to see us table this
whole thing, the whole Baxter proj-
ect. I think we’ve got the central
storm artery coming up, the fire
barn coming up, we got waste water
coming up, and another thing I
can’t remember. The people down
there don’t even want it. I’ve talked
to them, you can ask them. It’s the
evil 429 assesment.” Robeck could
be assessed in the project. He voted
against the resolution. 

In other business, the Council:
• Released two development

agreements with Twin Cities &

Western Railroad from 1992 and
1998. 

The conditions of the agreements
have been met. The city usually re-
leases the agreements upon request
after five years. Twin Cities &
Western Railroad has now request-
ed the release with the purchase of
additional property for an expan-
sion project.

• Approved an assessment agree-
ment with the McLeod County As-
sessor’s Office totalling $19,304.

The assessor’s office will provide
the assessment of the city’s more
than 2,400 land parcels in 2017 for
$8 a parcel, down from $10.50 in
2016. 

• Heard that streets in the Arm-
strong project were paved and Arm-
strong Avenue was open for traffic
last week.

The area also has been hy-

droseeded with dormant grass seed
which will grow next spring.

• Also heard that Judd Avenue is
mostly complete. Signs were in-
stalled. The city is now waiting for
the county to deed the street to the
city.

• Was informed that a staff kick-
off meeting is scheduled with mem-
bers of the Buffalo Creek Water-
shed District in regard to the peti-
tion the city had filed with the dis-
trict.

The petition is in regard to the
management of water that comes
into the city’s system.

• Learned that the Council will
hear the initial report on the central
storm sewer project at the first
meeting in December.

WCAT
Turn to page 2

County
Turn to page 2



The McLeod County Chronicle, www.glencoenews.com, Wednesday, November 23,  2016, page 2

The McLeod County Chronicle

Call us at: 320-864-5518

2016 Holiday Scotch Tour
Glencoe Country Club

Thursday, December 1st, 2016
4:30-6:30 p.m.

Advance Tickets $15
or $20 at the Door

The Glencoe Area Chamber of Commerce is proud 
to host our 2nd Annual Holiday Scotch Tour.

We will be featuring samples of different single 
malt scotches from the finest distilleries. 

Hors d’oeuvres, bagpipe music, and 
the chance to win a bottle of SCOTCH!

Tickets are available at the Glencoe Country Club and at Coborn’s
Service Counter. www.glencoemn.org

K46-47Ct

Christmas Brunch, Bake
Sale & Country Store

First Ev. Lutheran Church
Fellowship Center

925 13th St. E., Glencoe

SATURDAY, DEC. 3
8:30 A.M.-1:00 P.M.

Menu: Scrambled eggs, ham patties, fruit,
homemade coffee cake, coffee and juice.

Adults $7.00; Children 8 & Under $4.00
F47-48C,48At

LAKE MARION SUPPER CLUB
Hwy 15 between Brownton & Hutchinson

Current HoursCurrent Hours
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Open
Thursday - 5 p.m.
Fri.-Sat. - 4:30 p.m. 

Sun. - Noon.
320-328-4111

320-583-0470

Open
Thursday - 5 p.m.
Fri.-Sat. - 4:30 p.m. 

Sun. - Noon.

Stewart • 320-562-2609
Cactus Jack’s II

Nightly Food Specials

Fridays

- Prime Rib Special 5-8p.m.

Every Sunday

- Breakfast Brunch Buffet 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
- Meat Raffle - 2 p.m.

- Bingo - 3 p.m.

B41-47ACt

Organ Dedication 
Concert & Hymn Sing
Sunday, November 27 - 6:00 p.m.

Christy Schuth Ittel will be playing a variety of Christian music on our

new organ. Accompanying on the piano will be Dr. Kristen Budahn. Mike

Rider, organ builder, will be present to explain features of the new organ.

Left to right: Dr. Kristen 
Budahn, Christy Schuth Ittel, 

Pastor Dennis Reichow

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church 320-864-3093

Accepting free will donations and items
to support the McLeod County Food Shelf.

The community is invited to come and enjoy
this Christian concert and Hymn Sing.

4505 80th Street
Glencoe in Helen Township

stjohnsglencoe.org

BakeSale &

Chili Luncheon

Sat., Dec. 3, 2016
11am-1:30pm

Prairie 
Community Church
1st Ave N. & Oak St.
Lester Prairie, MN.

F47-48ACc

Happenings

Community Thanksgiving 
The annual community Thanksgiving dinner is set for

Thursday, Nov. 24, at noon, at First Congregational
Church, 1400 Elliott Ave. N, Glencoe. All are welcome
to attend. The dinner is sponsored by Glencoe area
churches and Thrivent Financial. There is no charge for
the dinner;  a free-will offering will given to the local
food shelf. Please RSVP if possible to 320-864-3855.

St. John’s organ dedication
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Helen Town-

ship, will have an organ dedication and hymn sing Sun-
day, Nov. 27, at 6 p.m. Christy Schuth Ittel will be play-
ing a variety of music on the new organ. Dr. Kristen Bu-
dahn will be the pianist, and Mike Rider, organ builder,
will explain the features of the new organ. The public is
invited to join in the concert and hymn sing. Free-will
donations and food items will be accepted for the
McLeod Emergency Food Shelf. The church is located at
4505 80th St., rural Glencoe.

Blood drive set in Biscay
On Friday, Nov. 25, from noon to 6 p.m., there will be

a Red Cross blood drive at Neisen’s Bar & Grill, 300 Do-
rans St., Biscay.  

SL Lions Christmas brunch
The Silver Lake Lions will host their annual Christmas

brunch Sunday, Dec. 4, from 8:30 a.m. to noon, at the
Silver Lake Auditorium. The menu includes eggs, pan-
cakes, sausage links, fruit cups, toast, juice, coffee and
milk. A freewill offering will be collected. Assorted holi-
day cookies will be for sale. Proceeds support Silver
Lake summer recreation and the Silver Lake swimming
pool. Donations of items to the McLeod Emergency
Food Shelf will be collected.

First Congregational luncheon
First Congregational Church in Glencoe will have a

bake sale, craft sale and luncheon on Saturday, Dec. 3,
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., at the church, 1400 Elliott Ave.,
Glencoe. There will be lefse, rosettes, krumkake, cook-
ies, candy, baked goods, crafts, gifts and “new” used
items for sale. The luncheon consists of hot pork sand-
wiches, homemade soup and pie. Takeouts are available.
There also will be live music.

First Lutheran Christmas event
First Evangelical Lutheran Church LWML, National

Youth Gathering youth and quilting group will hold their
annual Christmas event Saturday, Dec. 3, from 8:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m., at the church in Glencoe.

Singing Friends concerts
The Singing Friends Chorus, a 30-voice soprano, alto,

tenor and bass choir, with members from McLeod,
Meeker, Carver and Sibley counties, will present two
Christmas concerts this season: Sunday, Dec. 4, at 2 p.m,
at Church of Peace in Norwood Young America, and Sat-
urday, Dec. 10, at 2 p.m., at St. Mark Lutheran Church in
New Germany. The concert features well-known Christ-
mas favorites, spirituals and modern works. A free-will
offering will be accepted at the door. A reception will fol-
low the concerts.

Glencoe seniors meetings
The Glencoe Senior Citizens meet on Tuesdays and

Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. in the seniors room at the Glen-
coe City Center. Sheephead is played on Tuesdays, and
both sheephead and 500 are played on Thursdays. All
seniors over 55 are invited. For more information, call
320-510-1551 and leave a message. 

To be included in this column, items for Happenings
must be received in the Chronicle office no later than
5 p.m. on Monday of the week they are to be pub-
lished. Items received after that will be published else-
where in the newspaper as space permits. Happenings
in Glencoe, Brownton, Stewart, Plato, New Auburn,
Biscay and Silver Lake take priority over happenings
elsewhere.

Plans are under way for a
living nativity in Glencoe at
Oak Leaf Park on Saturday,
Dec. 17, from 5:30 p.m. to
7:30 p.m.

This will be a drive-
through production featuring
six scenes depicting the good
news of Jesus’ birth.  Live
animals, crafted scenery, bib-
lical characters, and music
will provide a memorable
Christmas experience.

Volunteers are needed.
Consider taking a one- or
two-hour shift as a shepherd,
Mary and Joseph, angel, or
wiseman. Organizers are also
looking for hay bales, live an-
imals, and assistance in set-
ting up and tearing down the
sets.

To help, please contact
Lynn Exsted at 320-510-2020
or visit glencoemnlivingnativ
ity on Facebook. 

Volunteers needed for
Glencoe living nativity

Glenn Gruenhagen of Gru-
enhagen Insurance & Finan-
cial Services of Glencoe, on
behalf of National Mutual
Benefit of Madison, Wiscon-
sin, recently presented the
Glencoe-Silver Lake After-
Prom Committee with a
$2,500 matching funds dona-
tion from National Mutual
Benefit.

Accepting the donation
were Brian Alsleben, Andy
Giesen, Teresa Giesen (after-
prom committee chair), Jessi-
ca Alsleben, Michelle Al-
sleben and Donovan Buck-
entin. Brian and Michelle Al-
sleben and Donovan Buck-
entin are local board mem-
bers of the National Mutual
Benefit Crow River Branch.

National Mutual Benefit
donates to after-prom

Chronicle photo by Lori Copler

Bandas retiring after 37 years
Ray Bandas, who has worked for the McLeod County
Highway Department for 37 years, will retire Dec. 16,
2016. He started employment with the county on June
18, 1979. “It was a tough decision,” said Bandas of re-
tiring. “I’ve enjoyed working for the county, and I

loved doing my job.” Pictured, from left to right, are
Commissioners Ron Shimanski, Doug Krueger and
Sheldon Nies; Bandas; and Commissioners Joe
Nagel and Paul Wright.

WCAT Continued from page 1

Shimanski. “That was our ad-
ministrator and, in my mind,
he did a fabulous job. He put
in a long hours and miles that
would have crushed another
person. To identify one per-
son as the source of the split
… I don’t think that’s justi-
fied.”

Scott Enter of WCAT en-
couraged the board members
to allow the staff to do their
jobs.

“It only takes one drop of
ink to poison a whole well of
water,” said Enter.

Krueger said the issue has
been pushed down the road
for months.

“We hit an impasse, and we
left it hanging,” said Krueger.
“There’s been no evaluation,
and no directions — good or
bad.”

After exchanges between
Krueger and Russek, and one
between Krueger and Human
Resources Director Julie
Latzig, attorney Frank Mad-
den cautioned the board
against continuing in that
vein.

“I’m really uncomfortable
with this,” said Madden.
“We’re getting really close to
the limit with data privacy
and the open meeting law.”

Later, a motion to hold a
closed session to address per-
sonnel issues failed on a 3-3
vote. Nies had left the meet-
ing for another appointment
prior to the motion for the
meeting.

At the beginning of the
meeting, Shimanski also
pulled several items from the
agenda, saying that the meet-

ing would be long enough in
just addressing the WCAT
resolution to withdraw from
Trailblazer. Among the items
that were withdrawn were a
letter of reprimand to Ludwig
that had been issued Aug. 24,
a letter of concern from
Latzig and operation man-
agers Tonia Parsons and Mark
Lauer, and a motion to au-
thorize Ludwig to participate
in staff meetings.

forcement in the amount of
$107,174.10. Chief Deputy
Tim Langenfeld said that a
one-year contract was agreed
upon instead of the standard
two-year contract. The county
currently is in union negotia-
tions with its employees, and
Langenfeld said the contract
is based in part on an average
of salaries for deputies and
administrative staff. The one-

year contract assumes a 4
percent salary increase.

• Voted to hire Luedke
Contracting of Hutchinson to
install tile at the fairgrounds
to alleviate water ponding
that occurs where blacktop on
the inner ring road meets up
with sidewalks. The cost will
be $13,973.

County Continued from page 1

A Green Isle woman was
treated for non-life-threaten-
ing injuries at the Glencoe
hospital after a two-vehicle
accident east of Glencoe Sun-
day.

The accident was reported
at 5:27 p.m. According to the
Minnesota State Patrol, Katie
Finch, 34, of Glencoe, was
driving eastbound on High-
way 212, attempted to turn
left and go north on Dairy
Avenue, when her 2011 Toy-
ota Rav 4 struck a westbound
2004 Pontiac Vibe, driven by
Polly Rapp, 53, of Green Isle.

Rapp was taken to the

Glencoe hospital. Finch and
her passengers, Benjamin D.
Southerland, 10, and Bobbi
K. Finch, 12, both of Glen-
coe, were all uninjured.

Both drivers and passen-
gers were wearing seat belts,
and alcohol was not a factor
in the crash, according to the
state patrol.

Both vehicles had severe
damage and were towed to
Kevin’s Auto in Glencoe.

Assisting at the accident
were the McLeod County
Sheriff’s Office, Glencoe Fire
Department and Allina Am-
bulance.

Green Isle woman hurt
in 2-vehicle crash Sunday

Sounds like 
multiplication?
It’s newspaper
talk for a one 

column by two
inch ad. Too
small to be 

effective? You’re
reading this one!
Put your 1x2 in
the Chronicle or
Advertiser today.

320-864-5518

1 
x 
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SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP, CALL TODAY TO
BE A SPONSOR OF OUR WEEKLY PASTOR’S CORNER.

McLeod County Chronicle • 320-864-5518

St. Pius X 
Christmas Tree Sales

Coborn’s Parking Lot, Glencoe
NOVEMBER Hours:

Sunday, Nov. 20 • 11 am-5 pm;
Monday, Nov. 21 • 3-6 pm;

OPEN FOR SEASONOPEN FOR SEASON
Friday, Nov. 25 • 9 am-8 pm;

Saturday, Nov. 26 • 9 am-8 pm;
Sunday, Nov. 27 • 11 am-5 pm;

–Variety of trees available –
Wreaths, Garland & Tabletops.

F46-47ACc

HUTCHINSON
TOY SHOW

90 TO 100 Vendors Tables
Displaying 

ART Work - Coins - Farm Toys
Die Cast Cars & Trucks

Metals Signs - NASCAR
& NHRA Die Cast

Vintage Toys & Much, Much More
Show Hours:

Sat., Nov. 26, 2016 9a-4p
Sun., Nov. 27, 2016 10a-3p

McLeod County 
Fairgrounds

Hutchinson, MN
For more info., call: 320-587-9430

K
47

A
S

C
t

November 26, 2016
Shop Small In Hutchinson!
We have #MuchInHutch and we want to share it with YOU! 

Welcome Station ~ Downtown Hutchinson 
10:00am - 12:00pm 

Watch for our red dressed elves for surprises & more! 

For more information: 
www.explorehutchinson.com 

320-587-5252

#ShopLocal #EatLocal #StayLocal

K47Cc
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2016 Community Volunteers of the Year
The Glencoe Area Chamber of Com-
merace recognized the 2016 Communi-
ty Volunteers of the Year at its annual
meeting and luncheon on Thursday,
Nov. 17. This year’s awards were given
to the volunteers who water the hang-
ing flower baskets in Glencoe. Pic-

tured, from left to right, are Linda
Roisum, Sharel and Dale Hoops, Roger
Hilgers, Eileen Harff, and Helga and
Tom Schmidt. Not pictured are Dennis
Roisum, Gloria Hilgers, Don and Elaine
Haus, and Vonnie, Amanda and Mason
Husted.

Chronicle Photo by Karin Ramige

2016 Investment Awards
The Glencoe Area Chamber of Com-
merace recognized the businesses that
made a significant capital investment in
the community in 2016 with investment
awards at its annual meeting and
luncheon on Thursday, Nov. 17. This
year’s awards were given to 4 Square
Builders, Archer Daniels Midland
(ADM), Burger King, Casey’s General

Store, Glencoe Light and Power Com-
mission, Glencoe Regional Health Serv-
ices (GRHS), and the McLeod Soil and
Water Conservation District. Pictured,
from left to right, are Jon Braband,
GRHS; Ken Ruggles, ADM; Jeremy Bol-
land, McLeod Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District; and Michelle Goette and
Randi Optiz, Casey’s.

Chronicle Photo by Karin Ramige

Chamber volunteer of the year
Glencoe Area Chamber of Commerce Board Member
Adam Lindeman from Security Bank, was awarded
the 206 Chamber Volunteer of the Year award at the
annual meeting on Nov. 17. Lindeman organized the
chamber’s “Buckets of Thanks” project, which gives
buckets filled with goodies to area farmers during the
harvest season.

By Lori Copler
Editor

Tensions and frustrations
erupted at Thursday morn-
ing’s Trailblazer Transit Joint
Powers Board meeting when
Sibley County Commissioner
Jim Swanson proposed a
questionnaire to follow up on
the Sand Creek report, which
assessed Trailblazer’s work
environment and staff morale.

Swanson said a lot of ques-
tions were raised in the re-
port, and the questionnaire he
proposed would help the
board determine if those con-
cerns had been addressed.

He added that he wasn’t
sure if the concerns raised
were by just a few employ-

ees, or were an overall feeling
of the entire work crew.

“I’d like to hear if it’s the
squeaky wheels out there, or
is a staff feeling,” said Swan-
son.

Julie Latzig, Trailblazer’s
human resources director,
said Swanson’s proposal was
“another example of the
board going into the weeds
and trying to micro-manage.”

Latzig said her report and
those by the system’s opera-
tions managers had shown
“that things are getting bet-
ter.”

Jack Russek of the Wright
County Area Transit (WCAT)
echoed Latzig’s concerns.

“This is going to implode

this organization from the in-
side out,” Russek said of the
board’s apparent disfunction.

McLeod County Commis-
sioner Ron Shimanski, the
board’s chair, said he could
“see both sides of this.”

On the one hand, Shimans-
ki said, the “managers are on
the line and have the pulse of
what’s going on,” but a sur-
vey may also provide some
direction to the board.

No action was taken on the
proposal.

Trailblazer Executive Di-
rector Gary Ludwig said that
his commitment “is to the
customers in all three coun-
ties, and to the current and fu-
ture employees of Trailblaz-

er.”
He said that board dissen-

sion “makes our life very dif-
ficult. We still have work to
do, but there is a lot of fear,
anger and paranoia.”

Ludwig noted that board
discussions about WCAT po-
tentially leaving Trailblazer
had been likened to divorcing
parents.

“As parents who are di-
vorcing, we need to focus on
our children,” said Ludwig.
“We need to assuage their
fears. We need to row togeth-
er in the same direction.”

McLeod County Commis-
sioner Doug Krueger said he
felt that he was being unfairly
accused of being against

Trailblazer, and hoping that it
would fail.

“My purpose is not to put a
black eye on Trailblazer,”
said Krueger. He said he also
was committed to providing
good service but, as a county
commissioner, he also had to
listen to his constituents’ con-
cerns about the system and its
leadership.

Krueger also said he is
leaning toward getting off the
Trailblazer board when ap-
pointments are made in Janu-
ary — “if that’s what my con-
stituents think I should do.”

Krueger said maybe “some
fresh eyes” would help.
Swanson said he is leaning
the same way, and Russek

noted that he had not sought
re-election and would not be
back in 2017.

Later in the meeting, the
board voted to have a closed
meeting to discuss personnel
issues, but the vote resulted in
a 3-3 tie, and therefore failed.

Sibley County Commis-
sioner Bill Pinske said he
voted to have the closed
meeting because he felt it
would be an opportunity “to
clear the air.”

“You can’t clear the air if
you don’t talk about,” said
Swanson.

Request to follow up on workplace study sparks tension at Trailblazer meeting

Corrections & Clarifications

In last week’s article re-
garding the Glencoe Ameri-
can Legion banquet, late vet-
eran Herman Stark’s son was
identified as Dale Stark. His
correct name is David Stark.
The Chronicle apologizes for
the error.

*****
The McLeod County

Chronicle strives for accu-
racy in its reports. If you
find an error, bring it to our
attention. Call 320-864-
5518 and ask for Lori
Copler, editor.

Submitted photo

Silver Lake GFWC hosts school tea
Silver Lake GFWC Women’s Club host-
ed its annual tea for the staff at Glen-
coe-Silver Lake’s Lakeside Elementary
Wednesday, Nov. 16, during American
Education Week. The club also donated

$250 for the Lakeside library. Pictured,
from left to right, are Jan Wanous, Ash-
lyn Imdieke, Asha Imdieke, Kay Nowak
and Rose Meehl.

Nicollet-
Sibley crop
day Dec. 2

The Nicollet-Sibley
County Corn and Soybean
Growers Association will
host its plot data day Friday,
Dec. 2, at the Lafayette
Community Center in
Lafayette.  

The morning will begin
with a breakfast at 8 a.m.
The program will begin at 9
a.m.  

Dave Nicolai, University
of Minnesota Extension
crops educator, will give an
agronomy update. Jason
Ertl, Nicollet and Sibley
County Extension educator,
will be on hand to discuss
data resulting from local
corn and soybean plots in
Sibley and Nicollet coun-
ties. Keith Hartmann will
share yield results in fields
using his custom designed
cover crop interseeder. Seed
representatives from partici-
pating companies will be on
hand to discuss variety re-
sults as well. A presentation
on the Minnesota Soybean
“See for Yourself” program
will be given.

The program will con-
clude at approximately 11
a.m.

The event is offered at no
cost through the Nicollet-
Sibley Corn and Soybean
Growers Association. All
producers are welcome to
attend.
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Letters to the Editor

The Trailblazer Transit
Joint Powers Board did-
n’t have a regular busi-

ness meeting in October, opting
instead to have a three-hour
workshop with labor attorney
Frank Madden that was supposed
to set a framework for doing
business efficiently, congenially
and with courtesy.

It didn’t help.
Last Thursday’s joint powers

board business meeting was like
its three or four predecessors. It
was a snarled-up mess in which
one issue became entangled with
another — or several others. In
other words, it was a shining ex-
ample of the old adage, “a can of
worms.”

And, once again, it seems that
little was accomplished, even
under the threat of partner Wright
County Area Transportation
(WCAT) pulling the pin on its
participation in the system.

Board members are still at
odds on what the main problem
is at Trailblazer — or even if
there is a problem. But judging
from the dissension on the board,
something is definitely wrong,
and the board cannot continue to
just kick the can down the road.

The division is so great that
people who normally act with
great poise and tact are hurling
accusations and shouting at one

another. It is inexcusable behav-
ior at a public meeting.

Two of the board members, for
sure, will not return in January.
McLeod County Commissioner
Sheldon Nies and WCAT mem-
ber Jack Russek, a Delano City
Council member, both declined
to seek re-election this year.

One commissioner at Thurs-
day’s meeting indicated that per-
haps “fresh eyes” are needed on
the joint powers board. Two
commissioners indicated that
they may not accept assignments
to the board in January.

Perhaps “fresh eyes” will help.
If new board members are hear-
ing about the same problems that
their predecessors allegedly
heard about, it would indicate
that there are valid concerns from
the public that ought to be ad-
dressed. If the engine driving
Trailblazer smooths out with the
changes, all to the good.

The joint powers board has a
meeting set for Dec. 16. Let’s
hope everyone involved resolves
to come to that meeting with a
cooler head, better manners and a
willingness to come together for
the good of the transit system.

Otherwise, we’ll just have to
hope for the best when January
rolls around and those “fresh
eyes” come to the table.

— L.C.

Tribulations continue
at Trailblazer Tranist

Our view: Maybe a new year
will bring a new attitude

Question of the week
Do you shop on Black Friday?

1) Yep, up and at ’em by 5 a.m.
2) Only for specific items.

3) No, can’t stand the crowds.
4) I shop online.

Results for most recent question:

How do you think Donald Trump
will perform as president?

1) He’ll rise to the occasion and lead us well — 47%
2) He is going to fail miserably — 19%

3) Some good, some bad — 23%
4) Not sure yet — 10%

115 votes. New question runs Nov. 23-29

You can

vote
online at www.glencoenews.com

To the Editor:
Many thanks to all the faithful

donors who donated at the Glencoe
Community Blood Drive on
Wednesday, Nov. 16. 

The American Red Cross (ARC)
set our goal for this drive at 128
units; we fell short of our goal and
collected only 112 units! Each unit
collected may help up to three pa-
tients, so the 112 units collected may
help up to 336 total patients. This is
the first time since I took over as co-
ordinator five years ago (beginning
of 2012) that we have not met our
November goal. Even though we fell
short of our goal, the ARC was
pleased with the results of the drive.
The ARC Collection Supervisor
Debbi said it best in her note to us:
“Thanks for making a difference.
Once again it was a great day here at
Glencoe. I so appreciate your dedi-
cation and support! You have a won-
derful community of donors!”

There were 110 people who ap-
peared for donating. Twelve were
deferred by ARC (unable to donate
at this drive) for various reasons.
Two were unable to complete their
donations. That left 96 people who

donated the 112 units: 80 gave
whole blood units, and 16 double-
red donors gave 32 units.

I continue to be greatly disap-
pointed in our number of no-shows.
There were 29 no-shows this time,
which I calculated was 23 percent of
our total appointments. That’s al-
most one-fourth of the appoint-
ments! Very frustrating … 29 x 3 =
87 additional patients to whom we
were unable to provide help through
our community drive.

I do offer a big thank you to the
17 walk-ins who partially made up
for the no-show numbers.

The efforts of the volunteers help
us fulfill our lifesaving mission to
the American Red Cross. Our many
volunteers make it happen with their
behind-the-scene and up-front sup-
port at each blood drive! As always,
my thanks also go to the following:

• My co-chair/scheduling coordi-
nator Nelda Klaustermeier and her
faithful team of callers who do the
hard work before, during and after
the drives preparing the donor
schedules. 

• All of our dedicated volunteers
who so graciously assist before and

during the drive — we couldn’t do it
without them!

• The National Honor Society
members (through their adviser
Carol Silus) at Glencoe-Silver Lake
High School who deliver the adver-
tising posters to area businesses and
restaurants.

• The local businesses who pro-
vide their continued support of the
three blood drives each year: Glen-
coe City Center and its custodians,
Coborns, Security Bank, and The
McLeod County Chronicle.

• Thrivent Financial Action Team
for financial support for this drive.

Keebler Corporation continues its
nationwide support of the American
Red Cross with donations of Kee-
bler products for the after-donation
snacks.

The most important facets of this
picture are the donors — who make
the appointments, show up to do-
nate, and do it all over again the
next time! So each drive is truly a
community team effort for which the
American Red Cross and its recipi-

Thanks to the faithful donors at the blood drive

To the Editor:
Besides being the land of 10,000

lakes, Minnesota is host to a very
prestigious leadership program that
focuses on building tomorrow’s
agricultural and rural leaders.  

This program combines leadership
interests in agriculture and rural
Minnesota by selecting 30 new lead-
ers from around the state every two
years to complete the program by
process of application and interview.
The name of this program is MARL,
(Minnesota Agriculture and Rural
Leadership. I  am honored to be cho-
sen to participate in this program,
and for two years I will be engaged
in many days of studies surrounding
the future of agriculture, greater
Minnesota vitality and value-added
benefits of agriculture to our state
and country. This program meets for
multi-day workshops around the
state and Washington, D.C., along
with two weeks of international
studies. To be  apart of MARL is
more than a two-year educational
activity, it is a lifelong endeavor.

The MARL mission statement,
“To develope the skills of Minnesota
agriculture and rural leaders so they
may maximize their impact and ef-

fectiveness in local, state, national
and international arenas.”

This past week we met for a three-
day workshop in Willmar, where we
heard of many topics surrounding
the poultry industry and the value of
this industry to Minnesota. Here is a
list of facts that I thought I should
share this week of Thanksgiving.

• Minnesota’s livestock industry
contributes $10 billion to our state’s
economy.

• Minnesota’s agriculture employs
nearly 400,000 jobs; 80 percent are
off-farm.

• There’s a good chance that one
in 10 people you know have an ag-
related job.

• Minnesota is #1 in the U.S. for
turkey production!

• Minnesota is in the top 10 for
chicken production.

• Minnesota’s poultry industry
supports 26,000 jobs.

• Approximately 46 million
turkeys are raised in Minnesota each
year.

• Poultry love to eat: each year in
Minnesota turkeys consume $163
million of corn and $169 million of
soybean meal.

• During Super Bowl Sunday,

Americans eat nearly 100 million
pounds of chicken wings.

• In the U.S., there is nearly one
laying hen for each American.

• Kandiyohi County is the largest
turkey producer in the state.

• The direct economic activity
generated by one turkey raised in
our state is $17.46!

• Minnesota’s poultry farmers are
committed to raising safe, healthy
and affordable food for families in
the state and around the world.

This Thanksgiving when you look
at your savory turkey ready to be
carved, keep in mind the tremendous
impact on our local economy that
our state’s turkey industry generates.
I will try and keep you informed of
other interesting facts I come across
that show how important agriculture
is to our state’s future and economy
as I continue my MARL journey.

Resources: Minnesota Turkey
Growers Association, Minnesota
Dept of Agriculture, Chicken and
Egg Association of Minnesota.

Have a great holiday,
Paul Wright

Lynn Township Farmer
McLeod County Commissioner

Thankful for poultry’s impact on state economy

Letter
Turn to page 5
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Professional Directory
JERRY 

SCHARPE, LTD
712 E. 13th St., Glencoe

Income Tax Preparation
Business, Farm, Personal, Estate & 

Gift Returns
Monthly Accounting, Payroll

& Financial Statements

Jerry Scharpe, CPA
Jeffrey Scharpe, RAP

Tel: 320-864-5380
Fax: 320-864-6434

Serving clients since 1971

• 5” Seamless Gutters
• 6” Seamless Gutters
• K-Guard Leaf-Free

Gutter System
(lifetime clog free guarantee)

PHIL GOETTL
612-655-1379 
888-864-5979

www.mngutter.com

M
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The Professional Directory is pro-
vided each week for quick reference
to professionals in the Glencoe area
— their locations, phone numbers
and office hours. Call the McLeod

County Chronicle office 
for details on how you can be in-

cluded in this directory, 
320-864-5518.

Dale’s
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

2110 9th St. E.
Glencoe, MN 55336

HEATING – COOLING
PLUMBING – REMODELING
RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL

320-864-6353
CALL DALE FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
Lic #PC670283

Chiropractor
Dr. Scott Gauer

Dr. Randy Johnson

Effective, caring doctors
Friendly, helpful staff

Convenient scheduling

320-864-3196
800-653-4140

1706 10th St. E, Glencoe
www.gauerchiropractic.com

COKATO
EYE CENTER
115 Olsen Blvd., Cokato

320-286-5695 

OPTOMETRISTS
*Paul G. Eklof, O.D.

*Katie N. Tancabel, O.D.
Kid’s Glasses $98.00
Teen Glasses $118

F39tfnCt

Glencoe and Cologne

RecordSource: Constance Carlson,
University of Minnesota Ex-
tension.

University of Minnesota
Extension will host a second
series of “Transitioning to
Organic” workshops, Dec. 5-
7 in Lamberton, St. Cloud,
and Rochester.

These free, one-day work-
shops are for both producers
who are seeking more infor-
mation about organic transi-
tioning and certification, and
farmers currently going
through the process of transi-
tioning to organic production.
These workshops will be pri-
marily directed to field crop
producers, but all are wel-
come. They will be held
Monday, Dec. 5, in Lamber-
ton; Tuesday, Dec. 6, in St.
Cloud; and Wednesday, Dec.
7, in Rochester.

Building on the informa-
tion and feedback from last
year’s workshops, 2016 top-
ics include business plan de-
velopment and marketing,
understanding soil microbes,
weed biology, and mechani-
cal weed management. Expe-
rienced organic farmer Car-
men Fernholz will be return-
ing to present and field ques-
tions. Our team from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota – Kris-
tine Moncada, Adria Fernan-
dez, Gigi Digiacomo and
Constance Carlson – will join
him as presenters. The “Tran-
sitioning to Organic” work-
shops are designed to reduce
confusion, answer questions,
and most importantly, pro-
vide guidance for navigating
the process of transitioning to
organic production.

Visit http://eorganic.info/
node/20617 to register for the
workshop and view a full
agenda. Space is limited for
these workshops. Registra-
tion is required by Nov. 22.

For more information,
please contact Constance
Carlson by email at carl5114
@umn.edu or by phone at
612-301-1678.

Mulch
Source: Beth Berlin, Uni-

versity of Minnesota Exten-
sion, Stearns, Benton and
Morrison counties.

This fall has certainly been
anything but normal, with
November’s temperatures
thus far being well above av-
erage, but soon enough Old
Man Winter will make his ap-
pearance so it is important to
be ready. Putting down an in-
sulating layer of mulch on
your perennials and strawber-
ries will give them the pro-
tection they need.

It is important that the pro-
tective layer of mulch not be
put down too soon. Wait until
the ground begins to freeze to
add the extra layer of mulch.
It is recommended that the
mulch be put down prior to
the first heavy snow, but that
can present a problem here in
Minnesota. We have all seen
heavy snows early in the sea-

son come before the ground
has frozen only to melt away
and leave barren ground. 

In general, your perennials
will appreciate the extra pro-
tection. A good layer of
mulch will help keep the soil
temperatures from freezing
and thawing, which causes
heaving of the plant’s crown
and may kill your plants. The
mulch is not there to prevent
the plant from freezing; after
all, this is Minnesota and our
winter temperatures certainly
dip well below freezing. Do
not remove the mulch too
early in the spring as it is im-
portant for the soil to gradu-
ally warm. In spring, monitor
the soil temperatures and
growth of the plants; simply
remove once the plants begin
to show signs of growth.

Mulch can consist of
shredded leaves, pine nee-
dles, hay or straw. Keep in
mind this may encourage
mice or other rodents to har-
bor and feed on the stems of
the plant, but in general
perennials are not impacted.
Typically 6-8 inches of mulch
can be applied for that extra
insulation.  

Another popular garden
plant that should be mulched
is your strawberries. If you
haven’t already done so, and
now that the strawberry
plants have had a chance to
acclimate to the cool temper-
atures, apply a protective
layer of mulch. Clean, weed-
free straw is the preferred
mulch material for strawber-
ries.  This can be oats, wheat
or even soybean straw; corn-
stalks are another possibility
but may be a bit more diffi-
cult to work with. Simply
apply 4-6 inches of material.
It is not recommended to use
leaves because they may mat
and create areas where mois-
ture and air are trapped and
create ice. 

Do your plants a favor by
giving them the needed pro-
tective mulch layer this fall.
As a reminder, don’t forget to
monitor them in the spring
and remove it at the appropri-
ate time. Too early could lead
to heaving or damaging
freezing temperatures, too
late could lead to mold or
leggy, weak growth. 

Crop seminar
Source: Karen Johnson,

Extension educator.
Farmers and agricultural

professionals are invited to
attend the 11th annual Crop
Management Input Seminar
on Thursday, Dec. 1, from 9
a.m. to 2:15 p.m., at the
Hutchinson Event Center,

1005 Hwy S Plaza 15.
The seminar is coordinated

by the University of Min-
nesota Extension and the
Hutchinson Chamber of
Commerce with registration
starting at 9 a.m. There is a
registration cost at the door
without a ticket and registra-
tion includes information
from speakers and lunch. No
pre-registration required.

Following is a list of topics
and speakers for the seminar:

• Summary of University
of Minnesota weed manage-
ment trials – Thomas Hover-
stad, Southern Research and
Outreach Center, agronomy
scientist.

• Nitrogen management
strategies to maximize prof-
itability and minimize nitro-
gen loss – Jeff Vetsch, South-
ern Research and Outreach
Center, researcher.

• Panel – The 2016 crop
production year: lessons
learned about producing
higher crop yields.

• Compaction: what you
can’t see can hurt – Jodi De-
jong-Hughes, University of
Minnesota Extension educa-
tor, crops, Willmar.

• Palmer amaranth and new
herbicide resistance in com-
mon waterhemp – David
Nicolai, University of Min-
nesota Extension educator,
crops, Farmington.

• Tactics for tight margins
– are you ready for 2017? –
Robert Craven, Extension
economist and director of the
Center of Farm Financial
Management at the Universi-
ty of Minnesota.

Contact the University of
Minnesota Extension Office
in McLeod County at 320-
484-4303 for additional in-
formation regarding the 2016
Crop Management Input
Seminar. The 2017 Crop
Management Input Seminar
could not be possible without
the help of numerous spon-
sors including C.B. Agro-
nomics, LLC, Citizens Bank
& Trust, Hutchinson Coop,
DuPont Pioneer – Gerald
Kucera Agency & Buckentin
Bros. Seed, Ag Systems, Inc.,
Home State Bank, McLeod
County Corn and Soybean
Growers, MidCountry Bank,
Prairie Road Crop Consult-
ing, Inc., Wells Fargo Bank
N.A. and many others. The
brochure can be found at:
http://z.umn.edu/2017cropse
minar. 

Karen Johnson is the
agriculture and horticul-
ture Extension educator for
McLeod and Meeker coun-
ties.

Transitioning to organic workshop

Farm Notes
By Karen Johnson

Glencoe Police

TUESDAY, NOV. 15
Three winter parking ordinance

citations were issued.
2:12 a.m. — A citation for

speeding for driving 74 mph in a
55-mph zone was issued at a
traffic stop on Highway 212 near
95th Street. 

9:45 a.m. — Officers assisted
the ambulance with a medical on
Eighth Street W.

12:58 p.m. — An officer and
the fire department responded to
a fire alarm on Eighth Street W. A
possible water flow issue may
have triggered the alarm. There
was no fire.

3:15 p.m. — An officer assisted
the ambulance with a medical on
Newton Avenue.

3:28 p.m. — An officer assisted
the ambulance with a medical on
Ford Avenue N.

5:58 p.m. — A person on Gree-
ley Avenue N reported receiving
a threatening text and video on a
cell phone. The party was ad-
vised to block the numbers. It ap-
peared to be an out-of-country
scam.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 16
Six citations were issued for vi-

olations of the winter parking or-
dinance.

7:31 a.m. — A verbal warning
for speeding and a citation for no
proof of insurance were issued at
a traffic stop in the area of 18th
Street E and Ford Avenue N.

9:26 a.m. — An off icer re-
sponded to the high school for a
student who was caught with a
can of chewing tobacco.

3:34 p.m. — An off icer re-
sponded to a suspicious incident
on 13th Street E.

3:54 p.m. — A female was ar-
rested at a traffic stop in the area
of 13th Street E and Pryor Av-
enue N on a warrant and taken to
the jail.

9:11 p.m. — Officers respond-
ed to a domestic situation on
DeSoto Avenue N. The situation
was mediated and the people
were separated for the night.

9:58 p.m. — A driver was cited
for driving after cancellation and
no proof of insurance at a traffic
stop in the area of 15th Street E
and Hennepin Avenue N.

11:29 p.m. — Officers assisted
the ambulance on 15th Street E
for a person complaining of back
pain.

THURSDAY, NOV. 17
Six citations were issued for vi-

olations of the winter parking or-
dinance.

1:07 a.m. — Officers respond-
ed to a report of drug activity at
an undisclosed location.

7:28 a.m. — A citation was is-
sued for no proof of insurance
and a verbal warning given for
speeding at a traffic stop in the
area of 18th Street E and Ford
Avenue N.

2:23 p.m. — A possible forged
checked was reported on 10th
Street E.

3:31 p.m. — An off icer re-
sponded to an animal complaint
on Judd Avenue N.

8:23 p.m. — An off icer re-
sponded to an animal complaint
on Fir Circle.

8:23 p.m. — A possible theft
was reported on 10th Street E.
Wind had blown a birdhouse
over.

9:47 p.m. — An off icer re-
sponded to a suspicious incident
on Glenmoor Lane.

FRIDAY, NOV. 18
Two citations were issued for

winter parking ordinance viola-
tions.

7:26 a.m. — Officers assisted
the ambulance with a medical on
Ford Avenue N.

10:01 a.m. — A possible water
main break was reported on 11th
Street near Union Avenue. The
city street department arrived and
discovered it was a clogged
drain, not a broken main.

11:03 a.m. — An officer issued
a truancy ticket on 16th Street E.

4:13 p.m. — An officer assisted
a person on Baldwin Avenue who
had concerns about the vehicle
she had just purchased.

6:46 p.m. — An off icer re-
sponded to a child custody issue
on 16th Street W.

SATURDAY, NOV. 19
Two citations were issued for

violations of the winter parking or-
dinance.

12:49 a.m. — An off icer
checked on a vehicle at Oak Leaf
Park, advised the driver of the
park hours, and asked that they
move along.

4:26 a.m. — An officer assisted
county deputies with a domestic
in Plato.

6:07 a.m. — An officer assisted
the ambulance with a person who
had fallen out of bed on Ford Av-
enue. The person declined trans-
port to the hospital.

2:30 p.m. — Officers respond-
ed to a mental health issue on
Hennepin Avenue.

4:29 p.m. — An officer assisted
the ambulance with a medical on
Ninth Street E. A person fell and
was bleeding from the face, and
was taken by ambulance to the
hospital.

9:55 p.m. — Citations for driv-
ing after revocation and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia were
issued at a traffic stop in the area
of Highway 212 and Morningside
Drive.

11:53 p.m. — A citation was is-
sued for a child vehicle restraint
violation at a traffic stop on Chan-
dler Avenue N.

SUNDAY, NOV. 20
Twelve citations were issued

for violations of the winter parking
ordinance.

12:41 p.m. — An officer assist-
ed with a medical on Newton Av-
enue.

2:19 p.m. — A citation for
speeding was issued at a traffic
stop on Highway 212 near Coun-
ty Road 9, Plato.

7:18 p.m. — An off icer
checked on a vehicle that was

having radiator problems in the
area of Highway 212 and Falcon
Avenue. The driver was trying to
get it started. The officer checked
back later, and the driver was still
having problems. A tow truck was
called, and the officer took the
driver and passenger to Super
America to keep warm while they
waited.

10:31 p.m. — An off icer
checked on a suspicious person
on Knight Avenue N. The person
was playing Pokémon Go.

MONDAY, NOV. 21
Four citations for violations of

the winter parking ordinance
were issued.

1:17 a.m. — Citations were is-
sued for 1.4 grams or more of
marijuana in a motor vehicle and
possession of drug paraphernalia
at a traffic stop on Highway 212
near Highway 22.

8:34 a.m. — The department
received a report of property
damage on Hennepin Avenue N.
Graffiti was painted on the back
side of the old grain elevator.

6:30 p.m. — More property
damage was reported when it
was discovered that a stop sign
on the north side of the tracks on
Elliott Avenue N near 11th Street
E had been spray painted.

6:41 p.m. — More vandalism
was discovered on Armstrong Av-
enue N. Silos had been spray
painted.

6:43 p.m. — Officers respond-
ed to a report of a person being
attacked by a cat on 18th Street
E. Officers were unable to find
the cat, and asked the reporting
person to call i f  the cat was
found.

10:14 p.m. — Officers assisted
the ambulance for a medical on
12th Street E. A person was hav-
ing a seizure and was taken by
ambulance to the hospital.

Building Permits

The following building permits
were approved by the Glencoe
City Council Monday, Nov. 21:

• Glencoe Regional Health
Services, 1805 Hennepin Ave. N,
remodel, new construction, me-
chanical and plumbing.

• Sam’s Tire, 719 Chandler
Ave., addition and plumbing.

• Randy Lang, 104 Fairway
Dr., re-side.

• Tom Schmidt, 1511 Baldwin
Ave. N, mechanical.

• Ruhkan Ghazi, 812 14th St.
E, mechanical.

• Andy Jasken, 1620 12th St.
E, re-roof.

• Lawrence Greenwald, 1329
Baxter Ave. N, re-roof.

• John Golden, 1128 10th St.
E, re-roof.

• Dave Washburn, 1310 Owen
Ave. N, re-roof.

• Mickey Beltz, 915 Queen
Ave. N, mechanical.

• Merrill Nelson, 1240 Reeds
Lane, remodel.

Letter Continued from page 4

ents are grateful.
Our first community blood

drive for 2017 is scheduled
for Wednesday, April 26,
2017, from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.,
at the Glencoe City Center
ballroom. Many donors have
already pre-scheduled their
April appointments.There are
still open time slots so if you
want to pre-set your April ap-
pointment, please call Nelda
Klaustermeier at 320-864-
3475.

This year, I want and  need
to acknowledge and remem-
ber three volunteers who have
passed on during the past

year. Two long-time faithful
volunteers were Renae
Jensen, who passed away in
July, and Anita Montgomery,
who passed away just days
before she was scheduled to
volunteer at this November
blood drive. They gave self-
lessly of themselves for so
many years to assist at the
community blood drives.
Kathy Ehlers, who passed
away in October, was a new-
comer to volunteering at the
blood drive, but told me she
was looking forward to help-
ing at many more drives. We
will greatly miss having all of

them in our presence!  We are
grateful to have shared our
times together. THANKS-for-
Giving!

I have a saying at home:
“Thank God for what you
have, Trust God for what you
need.” May you and your
families have a Happy
Thanksgiving, a Blessed
Christmas, and a safe and
healthy New Year!

Charleen Engelmann
Coordinator

Glencoe Community
Blood Drive

Winstock, a country music
festival held each June near
Winsted, has announced its
2017 lineup. The event is set
for Friday, June 9, and Satur-
day, June 10.

Among featured artists are
Keith Urban, four-time
Grammy award winner;
Brantley Gilbert; Little Big

Town; Lynyrd Skynyrd; LO-
CASH; Tucker Beathard;
Drake White & The Big Fire;
Lindsey Eli; Ryan Hurd;
Runaway June and Brooke
Eden.

For more information, call
320-485-4285 or visit www.
winstockfestival.com.

Keith Urban to headline
at 2017 Winstock festival

Death

Norma Dahl,
98, of Glencoe

Norma Jean Dahl, 98, of
Glencoe, died Saturday, Nov.
19, 2016, at Glencoe Region-
al Health Services Long Term
Care.

Memorial services will be
held at a later date.

Arrangements are with the
Johnson-McBride Funeral
Chapel in Glencoe. An online
guest book is available at
www.hantge.com.

Deaths

Dennis
Schupp, 84,
of Brainerd

Dennis Schupp, 84, of
Brainerd, died Saturday, Nov.
19, 2016, at St. Joseph Med-
ical Center in Brainerd.

Funeral services will be
Saturday, Nov. 26, at 11 a.m,
at First Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Glencoe with inter-
ment following in the church
cemetery.

Visitation will be Saturday,

Nov. 26, from 10 a.m. to 11
a.m., one hour prior to the
service at the church.

Arrangements are with the
Johnson-McBride Funeral
Chapel in Glencoe. An online
guest book is available at
www.hantge.com.

Jerry Tiegs, 68,
of Glencoe

Jerry Tiegs, 68, of Glencoe,
died Monday, Nov. 21, 2016,
at Glencoe Regional Health

Services Long Term Care.
Memorial services will be

Saturday, Nov. 26, at 11 a.m.,
at Church of Peace in Glen-
coe, with interment at Hill-
crest Cemetery, Glencoe.

Gathering of family and
friends will be Saturday, Nov.
26, from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.,
one hour prior to the service
at the church.

Arrangements are with the
Johnson-McBride Funeral
Chapel. An online guest book
is available at www.hantge.
com.
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For all your 
Plumbing & Heating needs

and repairs call today!
• Tempstar Gas, LP Furnace & A.C.

• License #067203-PM

Dobrava Bros.
Plumbing & Heating • Glencoe

320-864-6335
www.dobravabrothers.com

PLUMBING

HEATING

PERSONALIZED & CUSTOMIZED

952.467.2081
JOHN & LORI TROCKE

Professional Staff
Insurance Products & Carriers for all your Needs!

Providing Competitive Pricing.
Representing 30 Carriers.

613 E. 10th St. • Glencoe, MN 55336 • 320-864-5581
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nsurance 

roviders
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Brian Mikolichek: Owner • Bonded-Insured
                Residential             Remodel
                Service                    Light Commercial

Complete Plumbing and Heating Systems
Air Conditioning Installation

Winsted, MN 320-395-2002

Mikolichek
Plumbing & Heating
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Thurs., Nov. 24 — AA Group mtg. next to Post Office in

Stewart, 8 p.m., call 320-212-5290 for info.

Mon., Nov. 28 — Tops Weigh-In mtg., 5-5:30 p.m.;
Brownton Senior Citizens Club, Brownton Community
Center, 1 p.m. Brownton Rod & Gun Club, 7 p.m.;
Brownton Rod & Gun Club, 7 p.m.

Thurs., Dec. 1— AA Group mtg. next to Post Office in Stew-

art, 8 p.m., call 320-212-5290 for info.
Mon., Dec. 5 — Tops Weigh-In mtg., 5-5:30 p.m.;

Brownton Senior Citizens Club, Brownton Community
Center, 1 p.m.

737 Hall St.,
Stewart

320-562-2553

www.firstmnbank.com

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
WED. NOV. 23   7:00 p.m.
Thanksgiving Worship – Comn.

THURS. NOV. 24 9:00 a.m.
Thanksgiving Worship – Comn. (Live Radio Broadcast)

WED. NOV. 30   7:00 p.m. 
Advent Worship – Comn.

SAT. DEC. 3 8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Brunch, Bake & Craft 

(sponsored by LWML, FLC Quilting Ladies & FLC NYG Youth)

WED. DEC. 7  5:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Advent Soup Supper

WED. DEC. 7   7:00 p.m.
Advent Worship Service / Choral Concert

WED. DEC. 14   7:00 p.m.
Choral Concert at

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Gaylord

SUN. DEC. 18  10:30 a.m.
Sunday School Christmas Service

WED. DEC.  21 7:00 p.m.
First Lutheran School Children’s Christmas Service 

(Pre-K – Gr. 8)

SAT. DEC. 24   2, 5, and 7 p.m.
Service of Song and Praise & 

KDUZ Live Radio Broadcast at 2 PM
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship at 5 & 7 PM

SUN. DEC. 25   9:00 a.m.
Christmas Day Worship – 

Comn. Live Radio Broadcast

SAT. DEC. 31    5:00 p.m.
New Year’s Eve Worship, Comn.

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
925  13th Street East
Glencoe, MN  55336

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

F47C,48At

Thank you
First Responders, 

Fire Chief, all the Fire-
men, Sheriff’s Dept.,
Chris Jochum, and all

other helpers.

God Bless, 
Daniel Lange, 

Ernie & JoAnn Lange
*47Ct

Obituaries

Irene Beich, 88, of
Hutchinson, died Wednesday,
Nov. 16, 2016, at Harmony
River Living Center in
H u t c h i n -
son.

P r i v a t e
g r a v e s i d e
s e r v i c e s
were held
at St. Mat-
t h e w ’ s
L u t h e r a n
C e m e t e r y
in Penn
Township, McLeod County,
with the Rev. Andrew Her-
modson-Olsen officiating.

Casket bearers were Justin
Uecker, Chad Fisher, Corey
Fisher, Larry Fisher and Orlin
Harbarth.

Irene Adeline Beich was
born Dec. 7, 1927, in Round
Grove Township, rural Fer-
nando, the daughter of Paul
and Hedwig (Klitzke) Beich.
She was baptized as an infant
and confirmed in her faith as
a youth, both at St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church in Stewart.
She received her education at

District 50 School in Round
Grove Township.

She was married to Ger-
hardt Muffelman on June 8,
1951, at St. Matthew’s
Lutheran Church in Penn
Township. She resided on the
family farm near Brownton
and helped with farming and
homemaking duties. In 1981,
she moved to Hutchinson
along with her mother and
brother, and assisted in caring
for them.

She was a member of St.
Matthew’s Lutheran Church
in Penn Township.

She enjoyed gardening, lis-
tening to old-time music,
reading, going to church, and
she enjoyed babysitting for
relatives and friends. She will
always be remembered for
her kindness.

When she needed assis-
tance with her daily care, she
became a resident of Harmo-
ny River Living Center in
Hutchinson on Nov. 23, 2015,
and she died there on
Wednesday, Nov. 16, 2016, at
the age of 88 years.

She is survived by her sis-
ter, Leona Harbarth of
Hutchinson; nieces, Darlene
Trebelhorn of Hutchinson,
Carol (Larry) Fisher of Ar-
lington and Connie Harbarth
of Hutchinson; nephew, Orlin
Harbarth of Litchfield; great-
nephews, Chad (Kelly) Fisher
of Arlington, Corey (Heidi
Jo) Fisher of Arlington, and
Justin (Erin) Uecker of
Mayer; great-great nieces,
Gretta Fisher and Seaton
Uecker, and Ellen and Victo-
ria Henry; great-great
nephews, Landon and Nolan
Fisher; and many other rela-
tives and friends.

She was preceded in death
by her parents, Paul and Hed-
wig Beich; brother, Erwin
Beich; brother-in-law, Ray-
mond Harbarth; and nephew-
in-law, Phil Trebelhorn.

Arrangements were with
the Dobratz-Hantge Chapel in
Hutchinson. Online obituaries
and guest book are available
at www.hantge.com.

Irene A. Beich, 88, of Hutchinson

Irene Beich

Vernon Emil Otto Engel-
mann, 90, of Glencoe, for-
merly of Plato, died Wednes-
day, Nov. 16, 2016, at Glen-
coe Regional Health Services
Long Term Care.

F u n e r a l
s e r v i c e s
were held
M o n d a y ,
Nov. 21, at
St. John’s
L u t h e r a n
Church in
Plato with
the Rev.
T y s o n
Mastin offi-
ciating. Yvonne Schuette was
the organist. Congregational
hymns were “Be Still, My
Soul,” “Borning Cry,” “Müde
bin ich, Geh zur Ruh,” and “I
Know That My Redeemer
Lives.”

Casket bearers were
Nathan Heining, David Her-
rmann, Andrew Schwert,
Steven Schwert, Jill Engel-
mann and Leah Brucks.

Interment was in St. John’s
Lutheran Cemetery, rural
Plato.

Vernon Emil Otto Engel-
mann was born Jan. 24, 1926,
on the farm near Plato, the
son of John and Ida
(Schramm) Engelmann. He
was baptized as an infant on
Feb. 7, 1926, by the Rev. R.
Zwintscher. He was con-
firmed in his faith as a youth
by the Rev. R.L. Ehlen. Both
his baptism and confirmation
were at St. John’s Lutheran
Church, Plato. He received
his education in Glencoe,
graduating with the Glencoe
High School class of 1944.

On June 5, 1949, he was
united in marriage to Delores

Engelke by the Rev. L.
Wohlfeil at Emanuel Luther-
an Church in Hamburg. the
couple made their home on
the farm until 2009, when
they moved to an apartment
at Grand Meadows Senior
Living in Glencoe. In March
2015, Mr. Engelmann became
a resident of Glencoe Region-
al Health Services Long Term
Care. Their marriage was
blessed with six children, Jo-
lene, Barbara, Lyle, Lori,
Wendy and Becky. They
shared over 65 years of mar-
riage before Mrs. Engel-
mann’s death on Sept. 9,
2014.

Faith, family and the farm
were Mr. Engelmann’s priori-
ties. He loved being a farmer
on the land where he was
born, a designated Century
Farm that has been in the
family over 100 years. He
had a tender spot for his
cows. Time away was spent
traveling, fishing and attend-
ing auctions.

Mr. Engelmann had a dry
sense of humor and loved to
visit with others. He was a
member of the Plato town
baseball team in his early
days and enjoyed attending
their games in later years. He
enjoyed listening to old-time
music and watching
Lawrence Welk and Band-
wagon. He treasured all the
moments he spent with his
children, grandchildren and
their families.

Mr. Engelmann was a life-
long faithful member of St.
John’s Lutheran Church in
Plato, where he served on the
board of education.

He is survived by his chil-
dren, Jolene (Jim) Heining of

Rochester, Barbara (Gary)
Herrmann of Cologne, Lyle
(Dana) Engelmann of Plato,
Lori (Kevin) Harms of Nor-
wood Young America, Wendy
(David) Brucks of Eden
Prairie and Becky Engelmann
(husband Shaun Kepford) of
Minneapolis; grandchildren,
Nathan Heining, Sara (Tony)
Steffes, Emily (Jeff) Sorgatz,
Darcy (Caleb) Coder, Krista
(Adam) Behn, David (Keri)
Herrmann, Amanda (Adam)
Christ, Katie Engelmann
(husband Michael Knudson),
Jill Engelmann, Heather
(Rich) Klemz, Stacy (Ryan)
Henning, Andrew Schwert,
Steven Schwert, Erin Brucks,
Leah Brucks and Liam Kep-
ford; great-grandchildren,
Ashlyn, Kennedy and Hadley
Steffes, Melody and Mason
Sorgatz, Jordyn and Taylor
Coder, Danielle, Evan and
Ethan Herrmann, Coryn and
Bo Christ, Adelyn and Peter
Knudson, Rylie and Mikayla
Klemz, and Emery and Bent-
ley Henning; sisters-in-law,
Rhodella Engelmann of Glen-
coe, Helen Engelmann of Ar-
lington and Marlene Engelke
of Plato; nieces, nephews,
other relatives and friends.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, John and Ida
Engelmann; wife, Delores
Engelmann; great-grandson,
Jack Engelmann-Guptill; sib-
lings, Olga and Ed Miller,
Herbert and Eldora Engel-
mann, Gilbert and Esther En-
gelmann, Norwin Engelmann
and Milton Engelmann; and
brother-in-law, Ralph En-
gelke.

Arrangements were with
the Johnson-McBride Funeral
Chapel in Glencoe.

Vernon E.O. Engelmann, 90, Glencoe

Vernon
Engelmann

Roy G. Howk, 92, of Glen-
coe, died Monday, Nov. 14,
2016, at his home.

F u n e r a l
s e r v i c e s
were held
S a t u r d a y,
Nov. 19, at
the Apos-
tolic Chris-
tian Church
in Winthrop
with the
church min-
isters presiding. Music was
by the Apostolic Christian
Church choir.

Casket bearers were Mr.
Howk’s granddaughters, Rose
Lendt, Jamie Engel, Kim
Moore, Kjerstin McKeehen,
Britney Hay, Andrea Stover,
Kayla Howk-Erwin, Cynthia
Howk, Chelsey Rice, Ash-
leigh Remme and AmberRose
Brudelie.

Interment was in the
Winthrop Cemetery in
Winthrop.

Roy G. Howk was born
May 26, 1924, at his home in
Brownton, the son of Ray and
Elsie (Clopton) Howk. He re-
ceived his education at a
country school in Winthrop.

On May 14, 1944, he was
united in marriage to Rose
Alice Messner in Lafayette.
They were baptized in 1961
at the Apostolic Christian
Church in Winthrop. They
made their home in Glencoe,
and were blessed with seven

children, Kenneth, Steve,
Sharon, Iris, Karen, Keith and
Colleen. They shared 58
years of marriage before Mrs.
Howk’s death on May 15,
2002.

Mr. Howk worked at Green
Giant as a farm supervisor for
36 years, retiring in 1999. He
was a member of the Apos-
tolic Christian Church in
Winthrop, where he had been
an usher and ran the sound
system.

He enjoyed woodworking,
camping and playing domi-
noes with his family. He es-
pecially enjoyed watching the
grandchildren grow up and
spending time in fellowship
with family and friends.

He is survived by his chil-
dren, Steve (Linda) Howk of
Springfield, Illinois, Sharon
(Dennis) Christensen of
Glencoe, Iris (Ronald) Hay of
Revillo, South Dakota, Karen
Smith of Glencoe, Keith
(Paulene) Howk of Monu-
ment, Colorado, and Colleen
(Wayne) Waugh of Owaton-
na; daughter-in-law, Lupy
Howk of New Ulm; 20
grandchildren, Rose (Allen)
Lendt, Michael (Sheila)
Howk, Kayla (Patrick)
Howk-Erwin, Cynthia Howk,
Andrew (Nikina) Howk,
Brian (Rhonda) Howk, Jamie
(David) Engel, Eric Howk,
Doug Christensen, Kim
(Rick) Moore, Chad (Tonya)
Christensen, Nathan Hay,

Britney Hay and her fiancé,
Jeremiah Peterson, Ashleigh
(Shawn) Romme, Kjerstin
(Ron) McKeehen, Andrea
(Nick) Stover, Chelsey
(Steve) Rice, Corey Howk,
AmberRose (Michael)
Brudelie and Wade Waugh;
honorary granddaughter, Ke-
nadee Isaacson; 38 great-
grandchildren; two great-
great-grandchildren; sister,
Carol (Dennis) Pollock of Al-
buquerque, New Mexico;
brothers-in-law and sisters-
in-law, Georgia Messner of
Winthrop, Elaine Rettig of
Waconia and Marlyn (Lois)
Messner of Winthrop; nieces,
nephews, other relatives and
many friends.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, Ray and Elsie
Howk; wife, Rose Alice
Howk; son, Kenneth Howk;
grandson-in-law, Robert
Fuglsang; great-great-grand-
son, Aydden Forcier; brother
and sister-in-law, Russel and
Evelyn Howk; sister, Ruth
Ann Howk; brothers-in-law
and sisters-in-law, Amos
Messner, Avice and Wilmer
Lehrke, Delores and Cor-
nelius Messerli, Roland and
Melva Messner, Leo Messner
and Ray Rettig.

Arrangements were with
the Johnson-McBride Funeral
Chapel in Glencoe. Online
obituaries and guest book are
available at www.hantge.
com.

Roy G. Howk, 92, of Glencoe

Roy Howk Cyril Joseph Popelka, 94,
of Glencoe, died Saturday,
Nov. 19, 2016, at Glencoe
Regional Health Services
Long Term
Care.

A Mass
of Christian
Burial will
be held
t o d a y
( We d n e s -
day, Nov.
23) at 11
a.m. at
Holy Fami-
ly Catholic Church in Silver
Lake. Visitation will be from
9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at
The Maresh Funeral Home in
Silver Lake.

The Rev. Paul Schumacher
will be the celebrant at the fu-
neral Mass. The Mass will be
interpreted in American Sign
Language (ALS).

Casket bearers will be his
grandchildren, Peter and Jeff
Juul, Michael and Megan
Corrigan, and John and Jillian

Schuette.
Interment will be in the St.

Joseph Cemetery, Silver
Lake.

Cyril Joseph Popelka was
born Jan. 20, 1922, in Rich
Valley Township, Mcleod
County, the son of Joseph L.
and Josephine (Kotkan)
Popelka. He attended the
Minnesota School for the
Deaf in Faribault, and later
Dunwoody Institute. He also
attended Gallaudet University
for the Deaf in Washington,
D.C.

On Sept. 6, 1952, he was
joined in holy marriage to
Evelyn Huncha at St. Joseph
Catholic Church in Delano.
God blessed their marriage
with four children.

Mr. Popelka was engaged
in dairy farming in Rich Val-
ley Township. He loved his
grandchildren, animals, gar-
dening, trains, baking, read-
ing and watching baseball on
television.

He was a member of Holy

Family Catholic Church in
Silver Lake, and also be-
longed to the Catholic Work-
man.

He is survived by daugh-
ters, Rita (Peter) Juul of
Shakopee; Judy (Kevin) Cor-
rigan of Burnsville and
Sharon (Merle) Schuette of
Glencoe; a son, Michael
Popelka of Glencoe; six
grandchildren; a step-grand-
son; a great-grandson; a sis-
ter, Martha Urban of Silver
Lake; and many other rela-
tives and friends.

He was preceded in death
by his wife, Evelyn; parents;
an infant sister, Josephine;
brother, Theodore “Ted”
Popelka; and two sisters,
Mary Popelka and Gladys Ar-
dolf.

The Maresh Funeral Home
in Silver Lake is serving the
family. Online condolences
may be made at www.maresh
funeralhome.com.

Cyril Joseph Popelka, 94, of Glencoe

Cyril Popelka
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and click on obituaries.

Our offices will be
CLOSED on 

Thursday, Nov. 24
The Glencoe office will only be

open on Friday, Nov. 25 
from 8 a.m.-Noon

ARLINGTON:

401 W. Alden St.

PO Box 388

Arlington, MN 55307

507-964-5547

Fax: 507-964-2423

info@ArlingtonMNnews.com
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Glencoe, MN 55336
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OR

Trust Your Hearing 
to a “Doctor of Audiology!”

• Experience
• Wide Selection

• Professional Care
• 60 Day Trial Period

Kurt T. Pfaff, Au.D.
DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY • MINNESOTA LICENSED AUDIOLOGIST

Glencoe/Watertown • www.hcshearing.com

Call Today 320-864-5262 
or Toll Free 1-888-931-9144
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Dr. Pfaff provides the most complete hearing care available.
Dr. Pfaff has been the Audiologist of choice in the 

Glencoe area for over 23 years. New patients always welcome!

Dr. Pfaff understands 
hearing loss. Let him 

prescribe a personalized
hearing solution for you.

Hear the difference!

Obituaries

Charles “Charlie” Olesen,
73, of Dayton, Ohio, formerly
of Stewart, died Oct. 7, 2016,
at Good Samaritan Hospital
in Dayton,
Ohio.

A cele-
bration of
life was
held Satur-
day, Nov.
19, at the
D o b r a t z -
H a n t g e
Chapel in
Hutchinson
with the Rev. Jon Lindekugel
officiating. Jim Nelson was
the organist. Music was by
Jackie and Annika Olesen
and Jim and Sara Nelson and
the worship team.

Charles “Charlie” Henry
Olesen was born Sept. 29,
1943, in Hutchinson, the son
of Einar and Ann (VandeCas-
teele) Olesen. He attended
Stewart High School in Stew-
art and graduated with the
class of 1961. After gradua-
tion, he attended St. Cloud
State University in St. Cloud
to study English.

On Oct. 1, 1966, he was
united in marriage to Janice
Hellickson at Big Grove
Lutheran Church in Brooten.
They moved to Chicago, Illi-
nois, where Mr. Olesen
worked for the Chicago Paper
Company. In 1973, Mr. Ole-
sen took over the family farm
in Stewart, where he raised
their children, Eric and An-
gela.

Mr. Olesen was united in
marriage to Anne (Moore)
Brazil on July 12, 1986, at
Christ The King Lutheran
Church in Hutchinson. They
resided and farmed in rural
Stewart, and were blessed
with a daughter, Emily. They
shared 13 years of marriage
before Mrs. Olesen’s death on
Dec. 31, 1999, after a battle
with cancer.

Mr. Olesen was employed
at Hutchinson Technology,
Inc., in Hutchinson, and Uni-
versal Forest Products in
Litchfield until he retired be-
cause of health issues in
2001.

He was an active member
of Christ The King Lutheran

Church in Hutchinson for
many years, and was a talent-
ed woodworker and artist. He
loved theatre, books and, in
his younger years, played the
guitar and the accordion. He
was a model train enthusiast
and loved to cook, garden
and watch birds. Later in life,
he moved to Dayton, Ohio, to
be with his dear friend and
partner, Ann Gimbert.

He is survived by Ann
Gimbert; his children, Eric
(Nicole), Angela (Wes Hues-
man) and Emily Olesen
(Nathan Heilman); grand-
daughters, Jackie, Annika,
Amelia, Elyse and Vera; as
well as many cousins, broth-
ers and sisters-in-law, and
friends.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, Einar and Ann
Olsen; and his wife, Anne
Olesen.

Arrangements were with
the Dobratz-Hantge Chapel in
Hutchinson. Online obituaries
and guest book are available
at www.hantge.com.

Charles Olesen, 73, of Dayton, Ohio

Charlie
Olesen

Anita Ruth (Heinrich)
Montgomery, 74, of Glencoe,
died Sunday, Nov. 13, 2016,
at Glencoe Regional Health
Services.

F u n e r a l
s e r v i c e s
were held
Thur sday,
Nov. 17, at
First Evan-
g e l i c a l
L u t h e r a n
Church in
G l e n c o e
with the
Rev. Daniel
Welch officiating. Dawn
Wolter was the organist. Spe-
cial music was by the First
Evangelical Lutheran Church
Choir, “There is a Re-
deemer.” Congregational
hymns were “My Faith Looks
Up to Thee,” “I’m But a
Stranger Here” and “God Be
With You ’Til We Meet
Again.”

Honorary casket bearers
were Rachel Montgomery
and Kenton Montgomery.
Casket bearers were Corey
Schroeder, Darin Mont-
gomery, Dion Montgomery,
Trent Heinrich, Dale Heinrich
and Eric Montgomery.

Interment was in the First
Evangelical Lutheran Ceme-
tery in Glencoe.

Anita Ruth (Heinrich)
Montgomery was born Sept.
15, 1942, in Fairmont, the
daughter of Edgar and Ruth
(Bremer) Heinrich. She was
baptized as an infant on Oct.
4, 1942, by the Rev. J.F.
Malkow, and was confirmed

in her faith as a youth on
March 25, 1956, by the Rev.
A. Cloeter, both at St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church in Wilbert,
Minnesota. Her confirmation
verse was 1 John 5:4: “For
whatsoever is born of God
overcometh the world, and
this is the victory that over-
cometh the world, even our
faith.” She received her edu-
cation in Ceylon, graduating
with the Ceylon High School
class of 1960.

On Nov. 19, 1961, she was
united in marriage to Roger
Montgomery by the Rev. A.
Cloeter at St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church in Wilbert. The cou-
ple made their home in Fair-
mont and Glencoe. Their
marriage was blessed with
three children, Keith, Curtis
and Sharon. They shared al-
most 55 years of marriage.

In addition to being a lov-
ing wife, mother and home-
maker, Mrs. Montgomery
worked at Central Telephone
Company in Fairmont, Farm
Credit Services – Ag Star,
and Glencoe Regional Health
Services, both in Glencoe.
She was an active member of
First Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Glencoe since
1968, where she was a mem-
ber of the church choir, altar
guild, a church usher, a
greeter, delivered bulletins to
Glencoe Regional Health
Services Long Term Care,
Orchard Estates and Grand
Meadows, and was active in
Common Cup Ministries. She
also worked for the local
blood drive.

Mrs. Montgomery cher-
ished the time spent with her
family and friends. Her
grandchildren were very spe-
cial and she tried to attend the
many activities they were in-
volved in. She enjoyed read-
ing, walking, shopping, flow-
ers, gardening, housework,
holidays, Minnesota Vikings
and Minnesota Twins. She
loved to travel and had visit-
ed every state but Oregon,
and spent the last 13 years in
Florida during the winter.

She is survived by her hus-
band, Roger Montgomery of
Glencoe; children, Keith
Montgomery of Glencoe,
Curtis (Debra) Montgomery
of Cottage Grove and Sharon
(John) Sangren of Cokato;
grandchildren, Eric Mont-
gomery and Rachel Mont-
gomery; great-grandson,
Kenton Montgomery; broth-
ers, Vernon Heinrich of
Minocqua, Wisconsin, and
Lester (Ginny) Heinrich of
Andover, Kansas; brother-in-
law, Dennis (Dorann) Mont-
gomery of Fairmont; nieces,
nephews, other relatives and
many friends.

She was preceded in death
by her parents, Edgar and
Ruth Heinrich; sisters, Anna
Marie Heinrich and Valeria
Heinrich; and father-in-law
and mother-in-law, Harvey
and Ethel Montgomery.

Arrangements were with
the Johnson-McBride Funeral
Chapel in Glencoe. Online
obituaries and guest book are
available at www.hantge.
com.

Anita R. Montgomery, 74, of Glencoe

Anita
Montgomery

Glen Wayn Lieder of
Ogilvie died Nov. 2, 2016.

An open house celebration
of his life will be at the Crow
River Winery, Highway 7 E,
Hutchinson, on Sunday, Dec.
11, from 1 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.,

in the Boxelder Room.
Glen Lieder was the son of

Harry and Gloria Lieder of
New Ulm.

Survivors include his son,
Brian Lieder of New Ulm;
brother, Gene Lieder of

Rhode Island; sister, Cindy
Lieder of New Ulm; brother,
Dennis Lieder of New Ulm;
and brother, Dale Lieder of
Hutchinson.

Glen Wayn Lieder, Ogilvie

Submitted photo

Good Shepherd Lutheran confirmation
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church,
Glencoe, confirmed six young people
Sunday, Oct. 30. From left to right are
Director of Christian Education Ted

Stroming, Mackenzie Kantack, Rachael
Meyer, Cole Mathwig, Holly Bandemer,
Grace Kohnen, Mia LaPlante and the
Rev. Robert W. Nowak.

Submitted photo

October Pillars of Character
Glencoe-Silver Lake High School re-
cently announced its October Pillars of
Characters. They include, from left,
Jesse Mackenthun, respect; Spencer
Lilienthal, caring; Tayler Terlinden, car-

ing; Emily Graupmann, trustworthi-
ness; Taryn Reichow, responsibility;
and Ty Christensen, citizenship. Not
pictured: Tyler Ehrke, trustworthiness.

“I like helping people. I
know it’s a cliché and every-
one likes helping others, but I
really like making them feel
good.”

This is why Andrea Scher-
er, doctor of chiropractic
(DC), decided to become a
chiropractor. She also really
enjoys figuring out the puzzle
of what’s causing someone’s
pain or dysfunction and how
to treat it without drugs.

Dr. Scherer, pronounced
“Scheer,” recently joined
Scott Gauer, DC, and Randy
Johnson, DC, as a provider at
Gauer Chiropractic Clinic in
Glencoe. 

Dr. Scherer likes treating a
wide variety of conditions,
which is one of the reasons
she feels that Gauer, with its
wide array of patient con-
cerns, is a good fit for her.
She really enjoys treating

sports injuries — she played
hockey and lacrosse in high
school and college  — and
loves helping athletes of all
types improve.

This is Dr. Scherer’s first

experience working or living
in a small town. She likes
that everyone knows every-
one and are very nice, and
that everything is real close:
“no matter what I’m looking
for, it’s just down the road!” 

Dr. Scherer grew up in a
suburb of Cleveland, Ohio,
and attended Lindenwood
University and Logan Uni-
versity, College of Chiroprac-
tic, in Missouri. She met her
boyfriend at Logan and after
graduation followed him
back to his home state of
Minnesota.

In her free time, Dr. Scher-
er likes running, working out,
and hiking, and wants to try
hunting. She also loves learn-
ing new things, especially
about sports and nutrition,
and has really enjoyed learn-
ing about farming from her
patients.

New doctor joins Gauer Chiropratic 

Andrea Scherer, DC
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It’s Christmas and your son
gives you a hug before he
heads home for the evening.
In the middle of the night, an
officer knocks on your door,
telling you your son is dead.
He was drunk when he
crashed his vehicle. 

The joy of the holidays can
quickly change with poor,
selfish decisions. Christmas
has the second highest per-
centage of drunk driving-re-
lated fatalities (35.3 percent)
during a major holiday peri-
od, followed by Thanksgiv-
ing (33.3 percent). The July 4
holiday has the highest per-
centage at 45.5 percent. 

To help keep the roads safe
during the holidays, the Glen-
coe Police Department,
Brownton Police Department,
Winsted Police Department,
McLeod County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and Minnesota State Pa-
trol will be participating with
law enforcement statewide in
an extra DWI enforcement
campaign starting Nov. 23
and on weekends through
Dec. 30.  

Officers, deputies and
troopers from more than 300
agencies will be working
overtime with funding pro-
vided by the National High-
way Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration. The Minnesota De-
partment of Public Safety Of-
fice of Traffic Safety (DPS-
OTS) coordinates the extra
enforcement and education
effort.  

“A drunk-driving death is
100 percent avoidable. No-
body should get behind the
wheel after drinking,” said
Glencoe Police Officer An-
drew Fiebelkorn. “The holi-
days are a time for selfless
acts that help others. If you
have ever driven after drink-
ing, commit to a New Year’s
resolution of sober driving.
It’ll be the greatest gift you’ll
ever give to family, friends
and those you share the road
with every day.”

Learning from history
Summer enforcement is be-

hind us, but there are lessons
to be learned from drivers’
poor choices as Minnesotans
begin celebrating the holi-
days. Troopers, sheriff
deputies and police made
1,351 DWI arrests during the
end-of-summer extra enforce-
ment campaign. Committing

to a sober drive is never too
late. 

Summer DWI campaign ar-
rests included: 

• Winona County Sheriff’s
Office arrested a driver for
DWI who had his intoxicated
brother as a passenger. The
brother was arrested for DWI
less than an hour later while
driving the same vehicle. 

• Two Harbors Police ar-
rested a motorist for fleeing
and DWI after striking a fire
truck and squad car at a crash
scene. During the pursuit, the
driver struck two more squad
cars.

• Hutchinson Police arrest-
ed an individual who attempt-
ed to drive through a round-
about and got stuck.

Heeding the warnings 
Drivers are heeding the

warnings during the holidays
as November (1,931) and De-
cember (1,876) were the
months with the lowest num-
ber of DWI arrests in 2015.

DWI consequences 
• Loss of license for up to a

year, thousands of dollars in
costs and possible jail time. 

• Repeat DWI offenders, as
well as first-time offenders
arrested at 0.16 and above al-
cohol-concentration level,
must use ignition interlock in
order to regain legal driving
privileges or face at least one
year without a driver’s li-
cense.

• Offenders with three or
more offenses are required to
use interlock for three to six

years, or they will never re-
gain driving privileges.

Prevent drunk driving
• Plan for a safe ride – des-

ignate a sober driver, use a
cab or public transportation
or stay at the location of the
celebration. 

• Speak up – Offer to be a
designated driver, or be avail-
able to pick up a loved one
anytime, anywhere.

• Buckle up – the best de-
fense against a drunk driver.

• Report drunk driving –
call 911 when witnessing im-
paired driving behavior. Be
prepared to provide location,
license plate number and ob-
served dangerous behavior.

Facebook
• Check the program out on

Facebook: key word search
McLeod/Meeker County To-
ward Zero Deaths to stay up
to date on current efforts in
our area.

The enhanced DWI en-
forcement campaign is a
component of the state’s To-
ward Zero Deaths (TZD) pro-
gram. A primary vision of the
TZD program is to create a
safe driving culture in Min-
nesota in which motorists
support a goal of zero road
fatalities by practicing and
promoting safe and smart
driving behavior. TZD focus-
es on the application of four
strategic areas to reduce
crashes – education, enforce-
ment, engineering, and emer-
gency medical and trauma re-
sponse. 

DWI patrol ramps up for holidays

Submitted photo

National Guard visits GSL
Mike Sundblad, GSL Engineering and
Industrial Technology teacher, invited
members of the Minnesota National
Guard to bring military equipment to
show his automotive class Monday.
Sgt. Vihin Patel, a recruiter from
Hutchinson, arranged to bring a Load
Handling System (LHS) hauling a

Humvee. As an added bonus, a rock
climbing wall was also transported to
GSL. Students attempted to climb to
the top throughout the day. Sgt. Patel
thanked the staff for inviting him and
said he hopes for future endeavors to
inform students about the military.

Invite your customers to shop locally this holiday season.
In the Dec. 4 Glencoe Advertiser and the Dec. 7 

McLeod County Chronicle there will be a special full color page
that will help promote the area holiday shopping specials. This is

a great place for all the local businesses to advertise their
holiday sales.

We have a special offer ~
Full Color for less than Black & White!

Only $15.60/col. inch

for theHolidays!
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E-Mail: Karin Ramige, karinr@glencoenews.com
Brenda Fogarty, brendaf@glencoenews.com

Sue Keenan, suek@glencoenews.com

Call by
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